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Abstract:

This article examines the discursive orientation of Hamshahri Cinema magazine through
a systematic content analysis of six issues, with the aim of mapping its positioning across
key domains, including indigenous aesthetics, state critique, media functions, and modes
of cultural criticism. The findings reveal a strong alignment with the discourse of the
Islamic Revolution in the field of cinema, with 96% of the analyzed content reflecting
themes consistent with this framework. Among the six identified thematic categories, “the
critique of public culture in pursuit of a realist perspective” emerges as the most
prominent, accounting for 44% of the total content. In relation to state cultural policies,
the magazine adopts an overwhelmingly critical stance: only 3% of the content supports
governmental policies and practices in cinema and television, while 97% articulates
critical perspectives, most notably through the recurrent theme of “government
mismanagement in the cinematic sector” (55%). In terms of media function, the magazine
is primarily oriented toward information dissemination and public awareness, followed—
albeit to a lesser extent—by educational and advisory roles, whereas promotional and
entertainment functions remain marginal, together constituting just 4% of the content. The
analysis of aesthetic orientations indicates a near balance between Islamic-Iranian (13%)
and non-religious/Western (15%) aesthetic frameworks. Finally, the magazine’s critical
discourse reflects a relatively even distribution between positive and negative evaluations
of cinematic works, while privileging technical and aesthetic modes of critique as its
dominant analytical approaches.
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