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Abstract:

Cryptocurrencies, as a new phenomenon in the global financial system, with features such
as decentralized nature, anonymity of transactions, and cross-border exchangeability,
have provided the basis for a diverse range of economic and financial crimes. This study,
with an analytical-comparative approach, examines how the criminal systems of Iran and
Germany deal with crimes resulting from the use of cryptocurrencies. The research
method is descriptive-analytical and, using legal sources, judicial decisions, and official
documents, various dimensions of criminalization, criminal policy, and preventive
measures in the two countries have been examined. The main objective of the research is
to identify the challenges, legal gaps, and legislative differences between the two legal
systems in dealing with crimes such as money laundering, digital fraud, tax evasion, and
terrorist financing through cryptocurrencies. The findings show that in the Iranian criminal
system, due to the lack of specific laws and a codified legal framework, dealing with
cryptocurrency crimes is mainly based on broad interpretations of general laws. In
contrast, Germany has taken a more coherent approach by reforming legal structures,
recognizing cryptocurrencies as financial assets, and setting explicit regulations in laws
such as the German Banking Act (KWG) and the Anti-Money Laundering Act (GwG). In
the final section, the study emphasizes the need to formulate a comprehensive criminal
policy in Iran and suggests that in order to effectively combat cryptocurrency abuse, it is
necessary to put transparent legal frameworks, specialized supervisory institutions, and
coordination with international documents such as the FATF guidelines on the agenda
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