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Abstract:

The principle of legitimate expectation stands as one of the most significant
achievements of modern public law, developed to protect citizens' reasonable
reliance on the promises, practices, and policies of public authorities. Rooted in
the English legal tradition, this principle has today gained recognition across
numerous advanced legal systems and within the jurisprudence of international
organizations as a fundamental criterion for assessing the legitimacy of
administrative decisions.

Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, this research draws upon
comparative legal analysis and a thorough examination of the jurisprudence of
the Iranian Court of Administrative Justice. The study addresses the central
question of the extent to which Iran's legislative policies in the domains of
employment and occupation align with the principle of legitimate expectation in
public law.

The findings reveal that despite the principle's manifold and invaluable
functions—including fostering stability, trust, and legal security, as well as
preventing administrative arbitrariness and discrimination—key legislative
instruments in the employment and occupation sectors, particularly the Law on
Facilitating the Issuance of Business Licenses (2021), stand in structural tension
with this principle. The aforementioned law, despite its ostensibly laudable
objectives, has emerged as one of the most significant instances of legitimate
expectation infringement in recent years. This is attributable to its adoption of a
floating admissions threshold, its classification of the legal profession and notary
public as mere commercial enterprises (notwithstanding explicit rulings by the
General Board of the Court of Administrative Justice to the contrary), its
elimination of qualitative criteria, and its disregard for expert opinions.
Through an in-depth pathological analysis of this legislation, the present article
offers concrete recommendations aimed at formulating protective regulations for
legitimate expectations, reforming key legislative instruments, and reinforcing
the institutional capacity of the Court of Administrative Justice.

Keywords: Legitimate Expectation, Law on Facilitating the Issuance of
Business Licenses, Administrative Law, Court of Administrative Justice, Legal
Security, Legal Profession.
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