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Abstract:

The concept of “criminal consequence” in Iranian criminal law can be analyzed from two
approaches: objectivism and subjectivism. Objectivism focuses on the objective effects
and tangible results of criminal behavior and mainly pursues public order and social
security. In contrast, subjectivism, by emphasizing the psychological element (the
perpetrator’s intent), prioritizes individual justice and the place of morality in criminal
liability. Each of these two approaches has its own strengths and weaknesses; objectivism
is associated with the ease of proving crime and ensuring public deterrence, but
sometimes ignores individual justice, while subjectivism, by ensuring individual justice,
suffers from the difficulty of proving criminal intent and reducing public deterrence.

In Iranian criminal law, a combination of these two approaches is evident; In intentional
crimes such as murder, attention to the psychological element (subjectivity) is the main
criterion, while in unintentional crimes such as manslaughter, the harmful result and the
causal relationship (objectivity) are the basis for criminal liability. This article examines
these two approaches using a descriptive-analytical method and shows that the Iranian
criminal justice system, by adopting an integrated model, is trying to establish a balance
between individual justice and social order. Finally, it is suggested that future reforms in
this area, by utilizing new means of proof and mitigating approaches such as reducing
punishment in certain circumstances, will help to further realize criminal justice.
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