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Abstract:

This study aims to identify and analyze the social functions of women's religious
assemblies (hay’ats) in Yazd, Iran. A qualitative approach was employed using
inductive content analysis. The study population consisted of women active in
female-centered religious assemblies in Yazd. A sample of YYwomen was
selected through purposive sampling with a maximum variation strategy. Data
were collected via semi-structured interviews and analyzed in five stages. The
findings revealed five main functions: cultural-educational (Qur’an classes,
sewing, religious rulings), charitable-supportive (aid to the needy, dowries,
prisoner release), counseling-empowerment (resolving family issues,
entrepreneurship), social-service-recreational (pilgrimage trips, interest-free
loan funds), and political (participation in rallies, elections, supporting the
frontlines). These findings are interpreted through three theoretical frameworks:
functionalism (as manifest and latent functions), social capital (as networks of
trust and cooperation), and religious civil society (as intermediary institutions
independent of the state). The conclusion is that women's religious assemblies in
Yazd have transformed into multifunctional social institutions addressing the
diverse cultural, economic, psychological, social, and political needs of women.
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