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Abstract:

Since the late nineteenth century, Iranian intellectuals, as the intellectual leaders of
political modernization, have sought to modernize Iranian society from tradition and,
as thinkers, have played a historic role in political and social change. The aim of the
present study is to discuss the intellectual and practical efforts of Iranian intellectuals
at the beginning of the twentieth century and their shift from democratization to
authoritarianism. So our main question in this study, why did the first Iranian
intellectuals in the nineteenth century turned to political modernization with an
intellectual shift from democracy? In answer to the main question, there is a
hypothesis that Iranian intellectuals in the Qajar period were active groups that
initially emphasized the formation of the rule of law and bureaucracy in Iranian
society. After the defeat in the Constitutional Revolution, they became disillusioned

with the democratic nature of modernization and turned to the formation of the first
Absolute Pahlavi government with a historical shift in order to establish political
modernization based on secularism and bureaucracy in Iran. In this study, according

to the method of historical sociology, we want to discuss the mental shift of Iranian
Intellectuals towards political modernization in the period from the end of the
nineteenth century to the period of Reza Shah.
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