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Abstract:

The developments in the international system in recent decades, especially after the end
of the Cold War, have led to changes in the foreign policy patterns of many countries.
Following the developments of the last few decades, China has become one of the most
influential countries in the world, to the point that many have interpreted it as the Chinese
miracle. The Islamic Republic of Iran, in response to structural changes in the international
system, the intensification of economic sanctions, and restrictions resulting from Western
pressures, also chose the “Look East” policy as one of its main foreign policy strategies. In
the meantime, the People’s Republic of China, as an emerging power and the world’s
second largest economy, has found a special place in Iran’s foreign and economic policy.
The signing of the Ye-year Comprehensive Cooperation Program between Iran and China in
Y&+ can be considered the most important manifestation of this approach. The aim of this
article is to examine the political and economic dimensions of the relations between the two
countries in the Y\st century and to analyze the opportunities and challenges arising from
the implementation of this cooperation program. The present research was conducted using
a descriptive-analytical method and based on library studies. The research findings show
that although cooperation with China provides Iran with opportunities such as attracting
capital, developing infrastructure, expanding energy exports, strengthening defense
capabilities, and reducing the effects of sanctions, over-dependence on the Chinese
economy, unbalanced trade balance, limited technology transfer, and the influence of
China's foreign policy on the country's extensive relations with Western powers are among
the most important challenges facing this cooperation. In summary, the success of the Ye-
year comprehensive cooperation program will depend more on the quality of project
implementation, reforming domestic economic structures, and balanced management of
Iran's foreign relations than on the text of the agreement.
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