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Abstract:

This article deals with a comparative study of universal jurisdiction in the Iranian
legal system and the European Court of Human Rights. The main issue is the
challenges of implementing this principle and the inconsistencies existing in the
two legal systems. The aim of the research is to identify similarities, differences,
obstacles and solutions to strengthen universal jurisdiction with an emphasis on
accountability for international crimes and the protection of human rights. The
main question of the research is how to promote universal jurisdiction in these
two legal systems? The research hypothesis is based on the premise that the
European Court of Human Rights, due to the benefit of binding conventions and
international cooperation, has a more effective performance in exercising
universal jurisdiction compared to the Iranian legal system, which faces
limitations such as the requirement for the presence of the accused on Iranian
soil and the failure to accept international custom. The research method is
analytical-comparative using valid legal sources. The findings show that the
Iranian legal system faces serious obstacles in implementing universal
jurisdiction due to the lack of a comprehensive legal framework and the failure
to ratify the International Crimes Bill, while the European Court of Human
Rights, relying on specific mechanisms, plays a key role in advancing global
justice. Suggestions include faster ratification of the International Crimes Bill in
Iran and strengthening the training of judges in the field of international law.
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