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The Relationship between the “Ideal King” in Iranian Thought and the “Ideal
Ruler” in the Political Thought of Sayyid Ja’far Kashfi (A contemporary
Mujtahid of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar)

Azar Jalilian®

Abstract

The present research aims to analyze and compare the relationship between the model
of the Ideal King in Iranshahri political thought and the concept of the Ideal Ruler in
the political thought of Seyyed Jafar Kashfi, a prominent jurist during the reign of Fath
Ali Shah Qajar. The research methodology is descriptive-analytical and comparative,
utilizing library and documentary resources for data collection. The findings indicate
that Kashfi's political thought, while fundamentally adhering to Shia jurisprudential and
theological principles, possesses deep and meaningful connections with the ancient
components of Iranshahri thought regarding sovereignty and authority. The results
reveal that by synthesizing concepts such as the Divine Glory and the justice of ancient
Iranian Kkings with the concept of Wilayah and divine legitimacy in Islamic
jurisprudence, Kashfi reproduced a model of the ideal ruler who simultaneously wields
absolute political authority and religious legitimacy. This integrative approach in his
thought is evaluated as a response to the necessity of maintaining social order and
territorial integrity in the face of Qajar-era crises, ultimately leading to the formation of
a novel interpretation of authorized and legitimate monarchy.

Keywords: Ideal King, Ideal Ruler, Iranshahri Thought, Seyyed Jafar Kashfi,
Political Legitimacy.
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