Journal of Socio-Political Developments in Contemporary Iran

Vol. v, No. ¥, Fally- vy

http://doi.org/ \- X8\ -/pscci.y-YS.oA- - 10 F10

Judicial tenure policy in terms of accountability and oversight in the
Iranian and American legal systems: Challenges and solutions for
achieving fair trial
Esmaeil Salimi Kochi!

Mehdi Hoshyar?

Mostafa Forotan®

Received: ¥ April v-yy

Reception: ) June Y-Y¥

abstract

This study examines the relationship between judicial tenure,
accountability, supervision, and professional competence of judges
in the Iranian and American judicial systems. The main objective is
to examine the impact of these variables on the quality of criminal
decision-making and the realization of the principle of fair trial.
Using a descriptive-analytical method and using library resources
and documents from the two legal systems, this study compares
accountability mechanisms (disciplinary in Iran versus a
combination of elective/disciplinary in the United States) and
competency  criteria  (emphasis on ethical-jurisprudential
dimensions in Iran and practical-professional background in the
United States). The findings indicate that in Iran, accountability is
inherently intra-organizational and structural, accompanied by high
job security and over-powerful supervision; this strengthens judicial
independence but limits public transparency and direct
accountability to society.In contrast, in the United States,
accountability is defined through a variety of tenure methods
(lifetime appointment at the federal level and elections or
meritocracy at the state level), which, while increasing public
accountability, carries the risk of political interference and populism
in criminal decision-making. In the area of competence, Iran
emphasizes “inherent justice and piety” and the United States
emphasizes “professional experience and technical expertise.” As a
result, neither system is absolutely superior; Iran has succeeded in
creating a moral framework and judicial security but faces
challenges in transparency and technical efficiency, while the
United States is a leader in technical expertise and social
accountability but is struggling with a crisis of independence and
pressure from public opinion.
Keywords: Judicial accountability, fair trial, regulatory oversight,
judicial competence, criminal law, Iran and the United States
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