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Abstract:

In the last decade, social networks have become one of the most important
communication and information platforms in |Iran, playing an
unprecedented role in the process of shaping and changing public political
opinion. The rapid growth of internet access, the spread of smartphone use,
and the diversity of widely used platforms such as Instagram, Telegram,
and native platforms have caused news flows and political discourses to
rapidly form, expand, and influence citizens' political attitudes and
behaviors. The main question of the article is how and by what mechanisms
do social networks affect the formation and evolution of political public
opinion in Iran? The hypothesis is that social networks seem to play an
active role in shaping political public opinion in Iran by reducing media
monopoly, increasing online political interactions, and the ability to
mobilize opinions and social groups. This effect can be manifested both in
strengthening political participation and in creating social polarization and
differences. The findings of the article show that social networks in Iran
mainly have three key functions: 1- giving orders 2- shaping or framing 3-
political mobilization.The findings suggest that legal restrictions and
filtering have pushed users’ usage patterns towards filter bypass tools and
informal channels, changing both the extent and form of their influence.
Despite these controls, users’ relative trust in peer-generated content has
made the impact of social networks on public opinion persistent.
Keywords: Social networks, public opinion, politics in Iran, political
participation, digital media
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