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Abstract:”

Modern media, particularly social networking platforms, have become central
arenas for the production, circulation, and negotiation of gendered subjectivities.
Within this mediated landscape, the image and identity of the Iranian woman have
been profoundly reconstituted in the dialectical tension between tradition and
modernity. Dominant regimes of beauty, embodiment, lifestyle, and affect are no
longer merely aesthetic categories but operate as discursive formations through
which new configurations of femininity are articulated. This article examines the
representation of Iranian women in cinema and digital media and interrogates its
relationship to the structural transformations of family patterns and the broader
social order in contemporary Iran. Drawing upon an interpretive-analytical
methodology informed by gender theory and media studies, the study argues that
the historically entrenched model of womanhood—anchored in normative roles
such as wifehood and motherhood within the extended family—has been
progressively displaced by an emergent paradigm privileging individuality,
reflexive self-consciousness, aestheticized symbolic capital, and rearticulated
forms of power. In this shifting semiotic field, concepts such as power and
obedience, traditionally conceptualized within classical social theory as
hierarchical relations of command and submission, are resignified through the
lenses of agency, autonomy, and resistance. Consequently, the epistemic
foundations and horizon of feminine consciousness in contemporary Iran can no
longer be sufficiently explicated through inherited socio-literary frameworks;
rather, they necessitate renewed theoretical inquiry attuned to the cultural,
mediatic, and life world transformations of late modernity. The reconfiguration of
mediated femininity thus signals the consolidation of a divergent model of female
identity within Iran’s public sphere, demanding innovative conceptual apparatuses
for its critical analysis.
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