Journal of Socio-Political Developments in Contemporary Iran
Vol. 3, No. 9, Winter2024

http://doi.org/ 10.30510/pscci.2026.568177.1393
Comparative analysis of the political thought of Mullah Muhammad Omar and Molavi Hebatullah Akhundzadeh in light
of the foundations of Islamic political jurisprudence

Hossein Ali Sherkaei*

Received: 23 August2024

Mir Ebrahim Sedig? i
Reception: 21 December 2024

Fakhreddin Soltani®

Abstract:

The Taliban movement is one of the most important currents of
political Islam in the contemporary era, which was formed with the
aim of establishing an "Islamic Emirate” in Afghanistan based on
Hanafi jurisprudence and Deobandi teachings. The leaders of this
movement have adopted different approaches to legitimacy,
government, and relationship with the Islamic Ummah in two
historical periods, namely the era of Mullah Mohammad Omar and
the era of Maulvi Haibatullah Akhundzada. Mullah Omar, the
founder of the Taliban, relying on the legitimacy of jihad and the
allegiance of the scholars, called himself Amir al-Mu'minin and
emphasized individual religious authority and strict implementation
of Sharia. However, Maulvi Haibatullah Akhundzada, while
adhering to the same principles, is trying to transform the Taliban
from a purely jihadi movement into a jurisprudential and political
government by creating council structures, establishing
jurisprudential legitimacy, and limited interaction with the
international community.The present study, using a descriptive-
comparative analysis method and within the framework of Islamic
political jurisprudence, attempts to examine the evolution of Taliban
political thought in the light of traditional concepts such as
allegiance, imamate, shura, and jihad. The findings show that
Taliban thought has evolved from the charismatic and simplistic
leadership of Mullah Omar to a more institutional and expedient
structure during the Haibatullah era; although in both periods,
Islamic law remains the ultimate basis of legitimacy and political
power. Keywords: Taliban, Islamic political thought, political
jurisprudence, Mullah Muhammad Omar, Maulvi Haibatullah
Akhundzada, religious legitimacy
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