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Abstract

Objective: This study analyzes the mediating role of organizational culture in the
effect of integrated leadership styles on sports development in Iragi schools.

Methodology: A mixed-methods approach was adopted with a sample of 50 Iraqi
sports and education administrators. Qualitative phase utilized thematic analysis of
semi-structured interviews with 12 experts, while quantitative phase employed
standardized questionnaires (Bardens & Metzcas, 1974; Ansari et al., 2022). Content
validity was confirmed by 12 specialists, and reliability was calculated as Cronbach’s
alpha 0.89. Data analysis was performed through Structural Equation Modeling (SEM)
using SPSS26 and AM0S24.

Results: Integrated leadership style demonstrated the strongest direct effect on
sports development (B=0.72). Organizational culture significantly mediated this
relationship (B=0.65), with "internal cohesion" (B=0.83) and "organizational
commitment" (B=0.79) identified as the most robust cultural predictors. Model fit
indices (CFI=0.943, RMSEA=0.068) confirmed the conceptual framework’s validity.

Conclusion: The synthesis of relationship-oriented and task-oriented approaches
through integrated leadership, facilitated by cohesive and committed organizational
culture, drives sustainable sports development in Iraqgi schools.

Keywords: Integrated Leadership Style, Irag, Organizational Culture, School Sports
Development, Structural Equation Modeling
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