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Abstract

During the transition from tradition to modernity, Iran and the Ottoman Empire faced profound and
structural challenges with the introduction of new legal and political concepts. Rooted in Western
modernist discourse, these concepts fundamentally conflicted not only with the prevailing legal
frameworks but also with the long-standing foundations of political and religious legitimacy in these
Islamic societies. While both Iran and the Ottoman Empire sought to preserve established principles,
the pressure of emerging international forces, rising social consciousness, and the reformist efforts
of intellectual elites compelled both states to reconsider the compatibility between traditional
governance and modern concepts. This paper examines how the two states engaged with notions
such as law, legislation, nation, liberty, equality, and other modern principles. It argues that this
engagement was not merely imitative or derivative, but rather a complex process of theoretical
contestation, conceptual reinterpretation, and discursive resistance. Based on library-based sources
and analyzed through a causal-rational methodology, the study finds that elites in both countries
attempted to reconcile modern concepts with indigenous and religious frameworks. This
localization, though partial and fraught with challenges, enabled the redefinition of concepts such
as nation, liberty, and law within the political discourse of the time and introduced the idea of
political participation into the intellectual horizon of society. Constitutionalism, as the most
significant legal and political concept of this period in both countries, emerged as an institutional
platform for the articulation of these ideas. However, it ultimately encountered structural and
cultural obstacles, culminating in a return to military authoritarianism and the failure to realize its
full potential.
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