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Abstract:

Throughout the 1970s, the arrest of armed opposition members led to a substantial
increase in the number of political prisoners. At the same time, the regime intensified
restrictions and acts of torture within prisons. The arrival of the People’s Mojahedin
Organization of Iran (PMOI) during this decade fundamentally altered the internal
order of prison life, giving rise to a form of communal living among inmates. In 1975,
the PMOI’s ideological transformation triggered profound tensions and contradictions
among political prisoners. The ideological divide between Islamist detainees and
Marxist militants became increasingly pronounced. Within this context, the Islamist
faction issued a fatwa declaring non-believers ritually impure (najis) and adopted
oppositional stances toward the Mojahedin. These developments exacerbated existing
hostilities in the prison, ultimately resulting in the Mojahedin’s boycott of Islamist
prisoners. With some interpretive latitude, it may be argued that the so-called Jashn-e
Sepas (“Ceremony of Gratitude to the Shah”) was also a secondary outcome of these
ideological and theological disputes.

This article seeks to analyze and interpret the events that unfolded in Evin Prison
between 1973 and 1976, focusing on the interplay between ideological transformation,
religious jurisprudence, and intra-prison power dynamics.
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