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abstract:

The coup of 1953 was a defining turning point in the contemporary
political history of Iran, which not only overthrew the national
government of Dr. Mossadegh, but also created a deep rupture in
the bond between the political elite and the masses of the people.
This research analyzes the status and performance of nationalist
intellectuals in the post-coup period, especially the Second
National Front and the Freedom Movement of Iran, and examines
the causes of their failure to remobilize the masses and revive their
broad social base. The findings show that this failure was rooted in
a set of intertwined factors.First, the intense atmosphere of
repression and security control created by SAVAK made any overt
political activity a serious threat and fueled a climate of fear and
passivity in society. More importantly, the stubborn adherence of
these groups to the strategy of “struggle within the framework of
the constitution” against a government that itself emerged from
violating the law led to a political stalemate. This approach was
conservative and unattractive to the younger generation, who had
witnessed the ineffectiveness of peaceful struggles. This strategic
and discursive vacuum paved the way for the emergence and
growth of rival and more radical currents; on the one hand, the New
Left, by theorizing armed struggle, and on the other, political Islam,
by presenting a militant ideology, were able to attract the younger
generation and large sections of society.Ultimately, the political
isolation of nationalist intellectuals marginalized the liberal and
moderate opposition and left the Iranian political arena to the
confrontation of the two forces of royal despotism and
revolutionary radicalism. Keywords: Second National Front,
Iranian Freedom Movement, August 18 Coup, Political
Mobilization, Nationalist Intellectuals.
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