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Abstract:

Abstract This study, using Fairclough's critical discourse analysis
approach, examines music policies in the government of Tadbir va Omid.
The research method is qualitative and based on the analysis of 87 selected
texts from laws, regulations, circulars, official speeches, and documents
related to the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance in the field of
music education and licensing. The results at three levels of description,
interpretation, and explanation show that the discourse of moderation,
although it entered the field with the slogan of legality, social vitality, and
cultural development, in practice led more to "conditional acceptance of
music.” At the descriptive level, the laws and regulations emphasized
administrative order and linguistic legitimization, but through general
phrases and meaningful silences, they provided the basis for tasteful
interpretation and non-expert approaches. At the interpretative level, music
was represented as cultural capital and part of the middle-class lifestyle,
but ideological red lines in the areas of gender, style, and stage performance
remained intact. At the explanatory level, music education policies were
the product of the triple interaction of power, market, and platform:
supranational institutions played a decisive role in cultural control,
privatization and tuition-based education shifted the main burden of
education to families, and digital platforms became the main platform for
education after COVID-19. Although the number of music schools and
conservatories increased during this period, spatial-class inequality, gender
discrimination, and institutional self-censorship deepened.
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