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Abstract:

The tradition of Andarz-writing (didactic literature), standing as one of the principal
pillars of ancient Iranian instructional literature, reached its zenith during the
Sasanian period, profoundly influencing the ethical and political literature of the
Islamic era and continuing to resonate up to the contemporary age. This research
undertakes an in-depth investigation into the historical foundations of Iran’s modern
ethical-political discourse through the lens of the Sasanian didactic literary legacy.
The primary objective is to elucidate the mechanisms of penetration and continuity
of the key structures and thematic concerns of Sasanian Andarz literature within the
political and social literature of the present day. Relying on content analysis
methodology coupled with a historical-sociological approach, the study documents
essential components (such as the concepts of ‘Royal Justice’ (Adalat-i Shahana),
the ‘Reciprocal Duty of Ruler and Ruled’, and the ‘Regulation of Familial-State
Affairs’) found within Sasanian sources. Research findings indicate that these
didactic texts were not merely prescriptive ethical manuals; rather, they functioned
as instrumental documents in defining the boundaries of power and articulating
political legitimacy. Comparative analysis reveals that many behavioral patterns
expected from contemporary political actors are rooted in these very Sasanian
precepts, including the emphasis on Shari’ah-based order and social organization
under the sovereign’s command. Ultimately, the article argues that a profound
comprehension of this Sasanian heritage is indispensable for analyzing the ethical-
social dynamics and grasping the historical roots of certain governance theories
present in Iran’s contemporary political discourse.
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