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Abstract

Throughout its existence, criminal law has used various methods in
response to crimes. Although the criminal justice system has sought
to find the most appropriate method to respond to crimes, the most
common method has been to resort to penal mechanisms.
Punishment, as a social reaction, is accompanied by the intentional
imposition of suffering and hardship, destruction or loss of dignity,
and deprivation of rights of individuals. For this reason, the
implementation of such a reaction requires a proper explanation and
justification. In the meantime, the theory of moral punitiveness has
been considered one of the oldest claimants of the justification of
punishment. However, for a significant part of the twentieth century,
this idea was considered a backward and abandoned idea by
criminologists, penalists, and philosophers of criminal law.However,
the last decades of the twentieth century were the era of the revival
of the retributive paradigm, so that many critics of this thinking
became its serious supporters. The present study, using a descriptive-
analytical method and a library-based data collection tool, has
reached this important achievement: exploring the reasons for the
enthusiastic reception of the aforementioned theory by the experts in
the field of criminal justice, evaluating its capabilities and
shortcomings, and presenting an appropriate decision to the executors
of the judicial system.
Keywords: retributiveism, moral justification of punishment,
inherent legitimacy of punishments, consequentialism, revival,
retributiveism
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