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Abstract

Time is a complex and multilayered concept in human experience,
occupying a foundational position in Persian literature, particularly in
poetry. In the works of Mohammad-Reza Shafi'i Kadkani, time is not
merely an aesthetic element but a critical and socio-political construct.
Among contemporary Persian poets, Kadkani stands out for his
philosophical, historical, and political engagement with temporality,
weaving it into both the form and content of his poetic discourse. This
article, through an interpretive-analytical approach, explores the
multifaceted presence of time and temporality in Kadkani’s poetry,
revealing how it spans personal sorrow, collective memory, and social
critique. Kadkani, through the integration of lived experience, historical
consciousness, and a philosophical-political lens, transforms time into a
tool for historical reflection and sociopolitical critique. In his poetry,
temporality is experienced both as a personal narrative—marked by
fragmented memory, wounds of the past, and the horizon of the future—
and as a political force, enabling a re-reading of history and challenging
systems of power. By drawing on the mystical and classical Persian
literary heritage, while also incorporating modern contemplations,
Kadkani reconfigures language as a medium for constructing both textual
and historical time. Through a close reading of selected poems—
especially those centered on historical memory, anti-authoritarian
themes, and the passage of time—this study demonstrates how the poet
elevates time from a merely natural phenomenon to a politically and
socially charged concept. Ultimately, this analysis opens a new
perspective on the political consciousness embedded in Kadkani’s poetic
imagination.
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