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Abstract

The Organization of the Islamic Conference is the only international religious-governmental
institution in the world today, whose goal is extensive cooperation between member states
in cultural, social, economic and political fields. The reason for the formation of this
organization should be considered the failure of Arab radicalism to liberate Palestine, the
disastrous war of June 1967, the deliberate arson of Al-Agsa Mosque, and the need for
Islamic countries to have a regional organization with the aim of achieving convergence in
various fields. Iran and Saudi Arabia, as two important members of this organization, have
had turbulent relations in the pre- and post-revolutionary era. Before the revolution, the role
of the United States, and after the revolution, at some points due to the role and policies of
the ruling elites, the two countries moved towards friendship despite domestic, regional and
international factors of divergence. However, numerous factors at different levels have
caused the relations between the two countries to become unfriendly after the revolution,
accompanied by conflict and divergence. These factors have also affected the role of the two
countries in the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, so that the political developments in
the Islamic world since the year of its establishment, especially the serious tensions between
the poles of power in this organization (Iran, Saudi Arabia), have created conditions in which
the process of political and security convergence among member countries has been severely
disrupted and the organization has practically adopted a divergent approach. In these
circumstances, the question is: considering the process of activity of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation and its organizational structure and the conditions of Iran and Saudi
Arabia as member countries, what factors have led to divergence in the relations of the main
members of the organization? The research method in this study is descriptive-analytical and
the findings indicate that a set of multiple factors including differences in political and
economic structure, security priorities, degree of independence or reliance on transregional
powers, differences in value systems and the weakness of the organization in terms of
administrative and planning structures have led to the process of divergence in the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation.
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