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Abstract

This study aims to explore the various ideologies, particularly those of Islamic
fundamentalists in Saudi Arabia, regarding the Islamic State. Initially, it seeks
to review the history of Wahhabi Saudi Arabia, focusing on the political
ideologies of the past century. These ideologies emerged following the collapse
of the Ottoman Empire, transitioning into a nation-state framework. As a result,
the most significant movements include the discourse of traditional scholars or
the hegemonic official Wahhabism in the establishment of the Islamic State.
The primary question raised by the researcher is why, despite the presence of
diverse political currents (traditionalist, Sahwa, jihadi, Islamic liberal, and Shia)
in Saudi Arabia, the dominant discourse remains centered on the concept of an
Islamic State rooted in fundamentalism. The main hypothesis proposed is that
the most significant structural divide in Saudi Arabia is the religious divide.
This divide persists because of the monopoly of the Saudi state’s legitimacy
derived from religion within this traditional framework. Consequently, the
opposition's debates on the philosophy of the state are limited to Salafi subjects
or discussions. On the other hand, the central signifier of the Salafi-Wahhabi
political discourse is the idea of the Caliphate. The floating signifiers that form
a chain of equivalence, enabling the hegemony of a particular discourse, include
migration (Hijra), excommunication (Takfir), and jihad. Competing sub-
discourses (Sahwa, liberals, and Shia) have redefined the official Wahhabism
with new meanings in opposition to these central themes.

Keywords: Discourse fundamentalism, state, Shia, liberal Islam, official
Wahhabism
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