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Abstract

In the present era of cognitive warfare, the main tool for achieving the
expansionist goals of imperialist powers without military confrontation
is cognitive warfare. Cognitive warfare is a combined approach that
utilizes the non-kinetic capabilities of the virtual space to achieve
victory in war without physical confrontation. After the death of Mahsa
Amini in 1401 (2022), the enemy used media tools to engage in
cognitive warfare against the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Therefore, the present study aims to identify the cognitive warfare and
media agenda-setting of the Iran International news agency using the
critical discourse analysis method of ‘“Teun van Dijk’, and the statistical
population of news published by Iran International from Shahrivar 1401
(August/September 2022) to Dey 1401 (December 2022/January 2023).
The research results indicate that the news texts of Iran International, in
terms of lexical style, prominent individuals and institutions mentioned
in the text, citations, presuppositions, and associations and suggestions,
are attempting to shape discourses through the launch of cognitive
warfare using media tools. The discourse analysis of Iran International's
news texts revealed that the main discourse of the Iran International
website is not "freedom,” "pressure,” "harassment,” and "mandatory
hijab," but rather an attempt to undermine freedom in Iran.
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