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In the 1970s, Iran witnessed major political and social developments that
led to the victory of the Islamic Revolution in 1979. This period was the
time of the emergence of various political discourses, including political
Islam and modernism. Political Islam, centered on Islamic and
jurisprudential concepts, attempted to establish its hegemony in the
political arena, while modernism sought social and political reforms based
on modern and rational principles. In this article, using the qualitative
discourse analysis method and with the aim of examining the discursive
confrontation between political Islam and modernism in Iran in the 1970s,
the research findings indicate that many traditional political Islam thinkers
and activists considered the social changes resulting from the
modernization process to be a threat to Islamic values, and for this reason,
they opposed phenomena such as the expansion of women's education,
individual freedoms, and modern lifestyles. This discourse emphasized a
return to original Islamic values and the revival of Islamic identity. Islamic
groups, in parallel with state institutions, established their own cultural,
educational, and social institutions to promote Islamic values and resist the
influence of Western culture. In some cases, the activities of Islamic
groups led to the weakening of modern institutions and the creation of
instability in society. As the influence of Islamic groups increased in
society, the government was forced to pay attention to the demands of
these groups in some policymaking.
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