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Abstract:

Literature is based on myths and historical legends that shape the cultural
identity of nations, which are depicted in the form of stories and poems.
Comparative studies can reveal thematic similarities between the literature of
different countries, some of these myths are so deeply rooted in the literature
and culture of a country that without them, a complete and deep
understanding of literary and even historical studies is not possible. Armenia
and its people, as one of the oldest nations, are no exception to this rule.
Armenia's geographical and political location, which is a crossroads of
civilizations, has made it a battlefield for many empires over the centuries.
Therefore, it is not far-fetched to expect that their myths have played a
significant role in defending and reviving the Armenian national identity,
which can be seen in the rich and modern Armenian literature. Studying the
works of contemporary writers provides an opportunity to find subtle signs
of this influence in the way they approach national issues and Armenian
identity. Despite the significant impact of modernity on narrative and
aesthetic forms, the epic legacy has persisted and has undergone
transformation and reinvention over the generations. By reinterpreting the
heroic figures, symbols, and narrative structures specific to the epics,
contemporary writers reconstruct them with their own aesthetic composition
and reflections on the Armenian identity. In this study, an attempt has been
made to examine the influence of the epics on modern Armenian literature
and to determine whether this literature is inspired by the epics or not. In the
first stage, the research examines how epics, despite their cultural richness,
manifest themselves in the form of thematic or symbolic reinterpretation.
These epics continue to feed the collective imagination of Armenians and
influence the creation of contemporary writers’ stories and their main
themes. In the second stage, it analyzes how the epic tradition is combined
with modern literary forms and the complexity of the relationship between
tradition and modernity in Armenian literature.
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