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Abstract

Given the abstract and authoritative nature of legal entities, the manner
in which these persons commit crimes is different from that of natural
persons. Legal entities commit crimes through their representatives, and
therefore, it is necessary to establish regulations and rulings for
prosecuting and investigating their crimes differently from investigating
crimes of natural persons. In 2013, in parallel with the explicit
recognition of criminal liability for legal entities, the legislator provided
nine articles in the Criminal Procedure Code to investigate the crimes of
such persons. Given that for many years in Iran, except in a few cases,
criminal liability for legal entities had not been recognized, therefore,
the issue of how to investigate the crimes of these persons was not
considered a major challenge. However, by clarifying the recognition of
this liability for legal entities, given the abstract nature of legal entities
and also the natural person approach of the criminal procedure
regulations, many challenges were created from a formal point of view
in conducting preliminary investigations into the charges attributed to
these persons. Challenges such as the manner of summoning and
explaining the charges against a legal entity, voluntary dissolution of a
legal entity during preliminary investigations, criminal security orders,
and the use or non-use of some conciliatory institutions such as
archiving the case or suspending prosecution of legal entities are among
these. This research attempts to propose solutions to overcome them by
using a descriptive and analytical method and by studying related
sources, while proposing challenges.
Keywords:  Investigator, criminal  prosecution, preliminary
investigation, legal entity, representative.
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