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Abstract

Foreign policy is the arena of governments' efforts to realize national goals and
interests at various regional, international and global levels. The terrorist events
of 2001 in America and subsequently the country's aggressive policy in
pursuing the strategy of changing political regimes in the Middle East region,
ultimately led to the change of the political system in Irag. The change of the
political system in Iraq provided the ground for new developments. The
different political, religious, ethnic and demographic structures of Iraq and the
existence of many ideals and demands that were suppressed during the years of
Baath party rule, found the ability to emerge in the new environment. Along
with the internal developments in the country of lIrag, the peripheral
governments of this country and Iran in particular, tried to take into account the
geographical position, demographic and religious structure of the country of
Iraq, with short-term and long-term measures and plans in pursue their national
interests. Therefore, the question that can be raised for this article is, "What
approach did the Islamic Republic of Iran plan and pursue in its foreign policy
towards Iraq after the fall of Saddam Hussein in order to secure its national
interests?" In order to answer the question raised, it is possible to put forward
the hypothesis that "taking into consideration the view of the theory of
defensive realism which considers security as its most basic concern, the
approach of the Islamic Republic of Iran in its foreign policy towards Iraq after
Saddam It has been based on the approach of defensive realism and in line with
providing national security. Therefore, the foreign policy of this country in
relation to the developments that took place in Iraq after Saddam, due to the
congruence of the declared and practical policies in reaching the set goals, has
been relatively successful.
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1. Balance of threat.
2. Balance of power.
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3. Security dilemma.
4. Relative security.
5. Fine-grained.

6. Gross.

7 . Perceptions.
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