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Abstract

Japan is one of the world's economic powers and one of the most
industrialized countries in Asia, while competing with Beijing, and has
probably been influential in general foreign policy developments and in
the recent direction of Tokyo's regional policies. Japan is Taiwan's most
important strategic partner in East Asia. With the rise of China and the
intensification of strategic competition between China and the United
States, the US-Japan alliance continues to serve as a vital cornerstone of
peace and security in the Asia-Pacific. The principles of structural
realism enable a more comprehensive understanding of motives,
strategies, and consequences. For the analysis of this research, structural
realism may provide the most valuable insights among international
relations theories. Thus, this research, from the perspective of structural
realism, considers the system as a whole with interconnected
components. These structures are what affect the actions of units within
the system and shape their behavior. In this article, using the theory of
structural realism in a descriptive-analytical manner, the following
hypothesis is put forward: Japan's policy of maintaining the status quo
regarding the Taiwan issue, which is in conflict with China's policy
regarding the annexation of Taiwan to the mainland, has on the one hand
increased the level of tension in the East Asian region, and on the other
hand, has created greater strategic closeness between the United States
and Japan.
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