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Abstract

In the 19th century, great events took place in Iran, and the history of
Iran underwent extensive changes from this period. Perhaps it can be
said that the most important factor of these changes was the
acquaintance of Iranians with Western ideas in various fields. Iranian
intellectuals played a very important role in the introduction of
modernist ideas to the country at that time. The arrival of new ideas
caused change and influence on different social levels and layers. One
of the most important changes in this era was the secular identification
of the government in Iran. For this purpose, this research has been
carried out with the aim of analyzing the secularist identification of the
government in modern Iran with a descriptive-analytical approach. The
results of the research showed that the approach of secular identification
of the government came to power with the authoritarian development
of Reza Shah and the government got a modern identity. The component
of Reza Shahi's identity formation in Iran was the removal of many
aspects of traditional culture in Iran and radical Westernism. Identity
formation during Reza Shah's era emphasized Iran's antiquity;
Therefore, it can be said that the first Pahlavi sought to form a national
identity based on secularism by replacing ancient Iran instead of
traditional and religious Iranian culture. In the identification of the first
Pahlavi era, antiquity took the place of religion in the government and
gave the government a national identity. Therefore, archaic nationalism
in Iran became the basis of an independent identity in Iranian politics.
Keywords: identity formation, secularism, thought, modern
government, Pahlavi.
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