Journal of Socio-Political Developments in Contemporary Iran
Vol. 4, No. 5, Winter2023
http://doi.org/10.30510/pscci.2024.473861.1055

Comparing the thought and political action of Mulla Mohammad Omar
and Mr. Hebat Elah Akhundzadeh and its impact on Iran

. . o
Hossein Ali Sherkaei Received: 26 May 2023

Mir Ebrahim Sediq? Reception: 31 July 2023
Fakhreddin Soltani®

Abstract

Afghanistan is known as a country with different ethnic groups and unique
political and social characteristics. The society of this country has always
suffered from social crises due to ethnic and religious prejudice. The Taliban
was able to seize power in two phases, one during the 5-year term of Mullah
Omar's leadership and the current term of Maulvi Hebatullah Akhundzadeh.
Despite the common characteristics of these two periods, differences can also
be seen. The current research is limited to Afghanistan from the geographical
point of view, and from the time point of view, it is focused on the last three
decades and on the personalities of Mullah Mohammad Omar and Maulvi Hebat
Elah Akhundzadeh. The research method is causal-analytical and comparative
with a political and historical approach and based on discourse analysis. Also,
the method of gathering information and data in this research is done using the
library method through reading books, articles, magazines and the internet.
Based on this, in this research, we seek to investigate the political thought and
practice of the Taliban leaders, emphasizing the comparison of the thought of
Mullah Muhammad Omar and Maulvi Hebat-Allah Akhundzadeh based on
discourse analysis, and answer this question: the political thought and practice
of Mullah Muhammad Omar. And how was Maulvi Hebatullah Akhundzadeh
as the most important leader of the Taliban? The results show that, based on
this, the political discourse of Hebataleh Akhundzadeh, emphasizing some of
the teachings and political discourse of Mullah Omar's period, witnessed a
change in the direction of Hebataleh Akhundzadeh's discourse towards the new
era, including legitimizing the government and moderation and cooperation
with other countries.

Key words: Taliban, Mullah Omar, Akhundzadeh, Salafism, discourse
analysis.
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