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With the spread of nationalism in the 19th century, the idea of a modern state in Iran,
which had already been formed, was realized and the attempt to create a national
and inclusive state in the name of law and parliament (people’s representatives) be-
gan during the Constitutional Revolution. With the coming to power of the Pahlavi
government and the efforts and policies of the first Pahlavi (Reza Shah) including
strengthening national unity, maintaining territorial integrity, and combining Iranian
identity with Western identity for nation-building in the years 1925 to 1945, which
for various reasons The British intervention in Iran was not successful. The purpose
of this study is to investigate the impact of British interventions in the process of
nation-building and the formation of modern national identity in Iran. The main ques-
tion of the research is what role did the United Kingdom play in the nation-building
process in Iran? This research has been studied by explanatory-interpretive method
and the data collection method is also documentary. The results of this study show
that the British intervention in Iran’s internal affairs has increased ethnic tensions and
also its influence in the Iranian political system has led the actions of the Shah and the
elites in the opposite direction and against national interests.

Keywords: First Pahlavi (Reza Shah), Nation Building, England, Ethnicity, Nation-
alism.
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