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Politics and Media
The Impact of Mass Media on Citizens’ Political Attitudes
(Case Study of Citizens of Golestan Province)
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Today, the media play a significant role in the political transformation of societies.
The thoughts and behaviors of many people are influenced by the content of the mass
media. This study aims at investigating the effect of mass media on the political at-
titudes of the people, and the main question is to what extent the mass media has
influenced the political attitudes of the people in the eastern region of Golestan Prov-
ince. The method of this research surveys and the level of analysis is individual. The
statistical population of this study is all residents of Gonbad Kavous, Minoodasht,
and Galikesh. Data were analyzed using SPSS software and chi-square test and the
researcher’s analytical model in this study, which is derived from the concepts of
functionalism theory. Findings show that television, the internet, and social networks
are the most important tools used by the people of Golestan Province. The citizens of
this region have stated that they trust the content of the mass media, but their political
views have not affected them, and also the mass media has not played a significant
role in the political attitude of the people.

Keywords: Golestan Province, Mass Media, Political Attitude, Functionalism, Pol-
itics.
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