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Developments during the constitutional period and the formation of opposition and
pro-government groups in Iran led to a change in political jurisprudence and Shia
ideas about the state. During this period, Shia jurists, in the two schools of Iran and
Najaf, expressed their political and jurisprudential positions, which resulted in two
important views of constitutional and legitimate monarchy. The view of constitutional
monarchy was created by jurists such as Mohammad Hossein Naeini and derived
from the new concepts of constitutionalism. In contrast, the view of a legitimate mon-
archy was founded by scholars such as Sheikh Fazlollah Nuri. The author’s question
in this article is what are the views of these two schools on theories of government and
which concepts have had the most impact on them? The author has used the herme-
neutic methodological model of Quentin Skinner to examine the views of Mohammad
Hossein Naeini and Sheikh Fazlollah Nouri. The results show that linguistic and
intellectual contexts on the one hand and practical and environmental contexts on the
other hand have led to their different views of constitutionalism.

Key words: Constitutionalism, Hermeneutics of Quentin Skinner, Legitimate Monar-
chy, Hussein Naini, Fazlollah Nuri.
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