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Cinema and its productions are always a representation of the state of society. One of
the approaches of cinema to construct meaning is to use representation in the minds
of the audience, which creates an unrealistic image of external facts by marking, en-
coding, and decoding. Addiction is one of the important social harms that should
be investigated in different sections of society, including the cinema. The authors’
question in this article is how addicted women are represented in Iranian cinema. The
hypothesis of this study is that the situation of addicted women in Iranian movies has
changed in terms of number, method, and type of drug use. For this purpose, three
films in three different periods of the history of Iranian cinema were examined, some
characteristics represented for addicted women were counted, and then a comparison
was made between these three periods. The films The Blade and the Silk, Mainline
and Axing were in the 60s, 80s, and 90s. The research method is discourse analysis
and content analysis. In the three films examined, addicted women are represented
with characteristics such as physical disability, disappointment, aggression, depen-
dence, impatience, unveiled, etc.
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